URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  ORMSKIRK. 


ANNUAL  REPOET 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

1909. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29937851 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Ormskirk. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration 
ray  Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Report,  dealing  with  the  Vital 
Statistics  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Urban 
Sanitary  District  of  Ormskirk  during  the  year  1909. 
The  Mortality  Statistics  give  great  satisfaction,  the 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  being  the  lowest  on  record,  while 
the  General  Death  Rate  is  next  to  the  lowest  recorded. 
T1  ie  Infantile  Mortality  figure  is  again  very  favourable. 

This  vear  there  has  been  the  smallest  number  of  notifi- 

%/ 

cations  of  Infectious  Disease  we  have  ever  had,  also  an 
absence  of  Diphtheria  and  Small-pox. 

No  deaths  occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


The  number  of 
decline. 


Illegitimate  Births 

O 

Population. 


is 


still  on  the 


As  per  the  Census  Returns  for  the  following  decades  : 


Year  of  Census  ... 

1851 

1861 

1871 

1881  1891 

1901 

Population  . 

6113 

6424 

6127 

6651  6298 

6857 

4 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — During  the  year  172  births  were  regis¬ 
tered,  being  18  less  than  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total 
births  80  were  males  and  92  females.  The  birth-rate  is 
25  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
As  will  be  seen  in  the  fourth  column  of  Table  1  the  birth¬ 
rate  has  made  an  almost  uninterrupted  decline  for  the 
past  ten  years.  The  average  birth-rate  from  1889  to 
1898  was  35 T  while  that  from  1899  to  1908  was  30*3, 
so  the  decline  in  the  birth-rate  is  marked. 

Twenty-three  of  the  births  were  illegitimate  or  13% 

In  1908  the  illegitimate  births  formed  15%  of  the 
total  births,  while  in  1907  they  formed  20%. 

In  the  Union  Workhouse  25  births  took  place,  9 
males,  16  females. 

The  following  tabular  statement  gives  the  births 
registered  during  each  quarter  and  also  the  sex  distribu¬ 
tion. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Quarter  ended  March  31st  .  24  1  9  43 

„  „  June  30th  ....  22  23  45 

„  „  Sept.  30th .  15  26  41 

„  „  Dec.  31st  .  19  24  43 


Whole  Year  ...  80  92  172 


Deaths. 

One  Hundred  and  Seventy  Deaths  were  registered 
as  having  occurred  in  the  district,  to  which  must  be 
added  six  deaths  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions  in 
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Liverpool,  and  the  Lancaster  County  Asylum.  From 
this  total  must  be  deducted  G4  deaths  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  Ormskirk  occurring:  in  the  Workhouse,  and 
2  deaths  occurring  in  the  Cottage  Hospital.  This  gives 
a  nett  total  of  110  deaths  belonging1  to  Ormskirk.  The 
resulting  Death-rate  is  therefore  1G  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  one  of  17  per  1,000  for  last 
year.  It  is  next  to  the  lowest  Death-rate  on  record  and 
is  2  9  per  1,000  below  the  average  of  the  decennial 
period  1899  to  1908. 

The  returns  show  IS  deaths  belonging  to  Ormskirk 
as  occurring  in  the  Workhouse.  This  figure  is  of  course 
not  accurate  because  people  of  no  fixed  abode  often  enter 
that  Institution  and  their  deaths  are  located  to  Ormskirk; 
therefore  our  Death-rate  proves  higher  than  it  really  is. 

The  number  of  deaths  over  GO  forms  49%  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  whereas 
last  year  they  formed  onlv  38'5%.  There  were  29  deaths 
over  70,  9  being  over  80. 

In  the  following  table  we  note  what  a  small 
number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the  quarter  ended 
80th  September. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  total  number  of  deaths 
recorded  each  quarter  and  also  the  number  of  male  and 
female  deaths  :  — 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Quarter  ended  March  31st  .  28  21  49 

,,  ,,  June  30th  .  24  21  45 

„  ,,  Sept.  30th  .  17  12  29 

Dec.  31st  .  27  20  47 


Whole  year...  9G  74  170 


G 


Of  the  110  deaths  actually  belonging  to  the  district, 
55  were  males  and  55  females.  Last  year  there  were  59 
males  and  58  females.  This  year  there  were  only  23 
deaths  under  25  years  of  age,  as  compared  with  37  last 

year. 


Total  No.  of  deaths  from  all  sources 

occurring  in  District  ...  ...  170  or  2 4’ 7  ^piiatto^ 

Total  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  ...  82  or  11*9  ,, 

Belonging  to  Orrnskirk  .  18 

Not  Belonging .  ....  G4 

Total  deaths  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  2 

Belonging  to  Ormskirk  .  0 

Not  belonging .  2 

Total  deaths  in  Isolation  Hospital...  0 


Total  deaths  in  district  of  persons 

not  belonging  thereto  ...  ...  6G  or  9*6 

o  o 


Total  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to 

the  district ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 0  or  1 G 


Deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases  ...  3  or  -43 

Deaths  in  Courts  ...  ...  ...  13  or  1 '8 


Deaths  of  Children  under  one  year  14  or  81  per  1000 births 


The  Seven  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases.  - 

Diarrhcea  was  responsible  for  2  deaths,  and  Enteric 
Fever  1.  The  rate  is  -43  per  1,000,  against  ’58  in 
1908,  and  1*31  in  1  907.  This  is  the  lowest  Zymotic 
Death-rate  ever  recorded  and  speaks  well  for  the  health 
of  the  town. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  deaths  from  Epidemic 
Diseases  in  1909  and  the  ten  preceding  years. 


Measles  ... 

Enteric 
Fever  ... 

Diphtheria.. 

Scarlet 
Fever  ... 

Diarrhoea  . . . 

Whooping 
Cough . . . 

Total 

Deaths  . . . 


1899 

1900 1901 

j 

1902 1903 

1904  1905 

190G 

1907' 

1908 

1909 

9 

LJ 

! 

9 

9 

3 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

l 

9 

-j 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

|  1 

l 

l 

9 

9 

4mJ 

1 

•  •  • 

••• 

... 

... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

G 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

9 

4 

3 

. . . 

7 

. . . 

9 

9 

JmJ 

... 

4 

. . . 

... 

9 

10 

G 

8 

8 

11 

G 

5 

9 

4 

3 

Phthisis. — Ten  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease, 
5  males  and  .3  females.  This  is  an  increase  of  2  over 
the  number  during  the  three  previous  years.  Only 
1  of  the  10  occurred  in  Courts,  whereas  there  were 
three  last  year. 

Our  statistics  for  the  past  thirty  years  show  the 
remarkable  decline  in  the  disease  which  has  accompanied 
the  progress  of  improved  sanitation.  Another  interesting 
point  is  that  the  maximum  mortality  is  taking  place  at  a 
later  age. 

o 
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Pub!  ic=  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations, 
1908. — They  provide  for  the  notification  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Sanitary  Authorities  of  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurring  among  inmates  of 
Poor  Law  Institutions,  or  amongst  persons  under  the 
care  of  District  Medical  Officers,  and  for  the  taking  of 
certain  measures  in  such  cases. 

My  Council  adopted  my  Recommendations,  viz.  :  — 

1.  — The  distribution  of  cards  printed  by  Knight  &  Co. 

giving  information  regarding  the  nature  and 
modes  of  spread  of  the  disease,  and  the  precau¬ 
tions  which  should  be  taken  to  prevent  its 
extension. 

2.  — The  providing  of  spitting  flasks  for  people  suffering 

from  the  disease. 

3.  — The  disinfection  of  houses  recently  occupied  by 

Phthisical  persons,  and  the  disinfection  or  des¬ 
truction  of  infected  articles  as  in  other  infectious 
diseases. 

1  was  notified  of  3  cases  of  Phthisis,  2  males 
aged  7  months  and  34  years  respectively,  and  1  female 
aged  10.  The  2  males  died,  both  being  very  acute. 
1  was  also  notified  of  2  cases  which  had  left  Lodging 

o  o 

Houses  in  Ormskirkto  enter  the  Workhouse,  and  another 
case  leaving  a  Liverpool  Workhouse  intending  to  go  to 
the  Ormskirk  Workhouse.  All  the  last  3  were  males, 
aged  57,  49,  and  23  respectively. 
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Respiratory  Diseases. — Pneumonia  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  4  deaths,  Bronchitis,  12,  Laryngitis,  1, 
Emphysema,  1,  and  Congestion  of  the  Lungs,  L  One 
more  death  occurred  last  year  from  Respiratory  Diseases, 
but  a  much  greater  proportion  died  from  Pneumonia. 
Of  the  19  deaths  10  were  males  and  9  females.  80%  of 
the  deaths  occurred  during  the  three  months,  February, 
March,  and  December. 

Cancer. — The  same  number  of  deaths  occurred 
from  this  disease  as  last  year,  viz.,  8,  and  they  were  all 
over  50  years  of  a^e. 

J  o 

The  following1  Table  indicates  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Cancer  during  the  last  five  years,  and  the  part  of 
the  body  affected  : — 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Digestive  System . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Urinary  and  Generative 
Organs  . 

1 

1 

1 

!  Breast  . 

o 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1  Head  and  Face  . 

1 

Tongue,  Xeck  and 
Throat  . 

1 

2 

Other  Parts 

2 

Total  . 

] 

4 

o 

2 

] 

Q 

O 

2 

6 

5 

3 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  subject  of  Infantile 
Mortality  is  a  very  important  one.  The  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  amounted  to  14,  10  males  and  4 
females,  giving  a  rate  of  81  per  thousand  births.  Two 
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of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Liverpool  Institutions.  75%  of 
the  deaths  occurred  during  the  three  months,  January, 
February,  and  December.  Three  deaths  occurred  in 
Courts.  The  number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants 
was  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  1.  The  following 
Table  compares  the  principal  causes  of  Infantile  Mortality 
during  the  past  five  years  :  — 


Premature 

Birth, 

Debility,  &c. 

Diarrhceal 

Diseases. 

Tubercu¬ 

losis’ 

Bronchitis  i 
and 

Pneumonia 

Convulsions 

Other 

Causes. 

Total. 

1905 

7 

3 

0 

6 

2 

1 

J\l. 

12 

F. 

rr 

i 

1906 

8 

4 

2 

r-' 

O 

4 

5 

16 

12 

1907 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

rr 

( 

8 

1908 

7 

6 

0 

O 

2 

1 

10 

8 

1909 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

10 

4 

We  learn  from  the  above  that  the  Infantile 
Mortality  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  satisfactory, 
also,  with  one  exception  the  males  predominate.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  chief  cause  of  death  each  year  is 
Premature  Birth  and  Debility.  No  death  occurred  from 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea  or  other  Zymotic  Disease  this  year. 
The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  not  been  adopted  and 
of  course  no  Visitor  appointed. 

Deaths  in  Courts. — The  same  number  of  deaths 
occurred  in  Courts  as  last  year,  viz.,  13,  forming  11%  of 
the  total  deaths  belonging  to  Ormskirk. 


The  ages  at  death 
died  are  as  follows  : 


and  the  diseases  from  which 


Enteric  Fever  ... 

Phthisis 

Mil  iary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
Bright’s  Disease 
Heart  D  isease... 

Diarrhoea 
Premature  Birth 
Debility  from  Birth  ... 

t J 

Jaundice  and  Umbilical 
Haemorrhage 


4  years. 

15  ,, 

7  months. 

16,  19,  and  58  years. 
39  years. 

55  and  56  years. 

60  years. 

15  minutes. 

3  days. 

11  days. 


We  note  in  the  above  list  only  1  death  from  Phthisis 
against  3  for  last  year.  There  are  3  deaths  of  Infants 
this  year,  whereas  last  year  there  were  2. 


Allocation  of  Deaths 

Occurring  in  Public  Institutions  in  Ormskirk  of 


persons  belonging  to  other  Districts. 

Aughton  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bickerstaffe  ...  ...  4 

Birkdale  ...  ...  ...  9 

Burscough  ...  ...  2 

Formby...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Halsall  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kirkdale  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lathom  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lydiate...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Melling  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bu fiord  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Scarisbriek  ...  ...  ...  1 

Simons  wood  ...  ...  ...  1 

Skelniersdale  ...  ...  1 

Southport  ...  ...  ...  31 

Total . 66 


Table  I. —  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Cases 

Notified 

IN  WHOLE 

District. 

At  all 
A<;es. 

8 

Total 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

8 

Deaths  in 
Hospital 
of  Patients 
removed 
from  this 
District. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

10* 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague 

Totals  ... 

21 

10 

0 

*  Two  others  removed  to  Workhouse. 
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Table  IV. --Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined 

Ag  es. 

Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

5  and 
under 

15  and  25  and 
under  under 

65  and 
up- 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever. . . 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
Croup... 

(  Typhus 

1 

1 

Fever  -<  Enteric 

(  Other  con  till’d 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 
Cholera 

2 

1 

l 

1 

Plague 

Diairhcea 

2 

1 

l 

Enteritis. . 

Puerperal  _b  ever 

/ 

/ 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases.. 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

2 

l 

1 

Tuberculosis) 

10 

1 

2 

6 

1 

13 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant 

Disease 

S 

4 

4 

7 

Bronchitis 

12 

1 

1 

5 

5 

7 

Pneumonia  ... 
Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 

4 

1 

1 

9 

Li 

4 

Respiratory  Organs 

•"> 

O 

1 

9 

3 

Alchoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  J 
Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

of  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases 

14 

7 

7 

11 

Accidents 

Suicides 

Disorder  of  Nervous 

o 

O 

System 

9 

1 

6 

2 

12 

Disorder  of  Digestive 

System 

9 

1 

Convulsions  ... 
Disorder  of  Urinary 

3 

2 

1 

System 

5 

3 

9 

Li 

3 

Debility  and  Atrophy.. 

3 

2 

1 

All  other  causes 

19 

4 

15 

19 

All  causes 

110 

14 

4 

1 

47 

40 

84 

Table  V.— Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1909. 


Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

cu 

***■ 

> - s 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

- - - - - - - 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

1  month. 

1-2  months. 

2-3  months. 

3-4  months. 

1  4-5  months. 

I 

C/S 

o 

1  ■- 

6-1  months. 

7-8  months. 

8-9  months. 

9-10  months. 

10-11  months. 

tn 

<N 

r— 1 

rH 

rH 

Total  Deaths 

under  One 

Year. 

All  \  Certified 

Causes  /  Uncertified 

5 

2 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

i.  Common  Infectious 

Diseases  : 

Small-pox  . 

Chicken-pox . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup).. 
Whooping  Cough . 

ii.  Diarrikeal  Diseases  : 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 
Enteritis,  Muco-enter- 

itis,  G-astro-enteritis 
Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh  ... 
in.  Wasting  Diseases  : 

Premature  Birth . 

Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

Want  of  Breast-milk 

Starvation 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 

iv.  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  .. 

v.  Other  Causes  : 

Erysipelas  . 

Syphilis . 

Pickets . 

Meningitis  ( Not 

Tuberculous  J 

Convulsions . 

Bronchitis  . 

Laryngitis  . 

Pneumonia . 

.Suffocation,  over-lying 
Other  Causes  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

7 

o 

1 

2 

1 

1  1 

14 

District  of  Ormskirk.  Population  : 


Estimated  to  middle  of  19(J9,  0857 


Births  iu  the  Year  -j  ■  172 

(  illegitimate,  23  \ 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  no. 


Deaths  iu  the  year  of 


j  legitimate  infants,  13  )  ^ 
(  illegitimate  infants,  1  \ 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
21  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  34  last  year. 
This  is  the  smallest  number  of  notifications  on  record. 
Scarlet  Fever  gave  rise  to  13  attacks:  Enteric  Fever, 
1  ;  and  Erysipelas,  7.  Ten  of  the  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  occurred  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
Small-pox  has  been  absent  since  1903,  and  there  have 
been  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  for  four  years. 


Number  of  Oases  Reported  and  Number  Removed  to  Hospital, 


Scarlet 

Fever.  1 

Enteric  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

Total 

Cases 

Reported. 

Number 

Reported. 

Number 

Removed. 

Number 

Reported. 

Number 

Removed. 

Number 

Reported. 

Number 

Removed. 

Number 

Reported. 

1900 

11 

8 

0 

0 

4 

0 

12 

27 

1901 

12 

11 

2 

0 

8 

4 

9 

31 

1902 

48 

21 

0 

0 

2 

1 

10 

63 

1903 

44 

17 

5 

0 

3 

1 

4 

63 

1904 

9 

8 

3 

0 

1 

0 

9 

22 

1905 

32 

27 

7 

4 

5 

1 

8 

53 

1906 

43 

40 

6 

4 

3 

1 

10 

62 

1907 

24 

24 

3 

3 

1 

0 

6 

31 

190S 

31 

31 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

34 

1909 

13 

10 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

21 

The  above  Table  gives  a  great  deal  of  information 
relating  to  Infectious  Diseases. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  much  greater  demand 
made  by  the  public  upon  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  the 
present  time.  Some  years  ago,  removal  of  Infectious 
cases  was  resisted,  but  the  advantages  of  the  hospital  are 
so  fully  recognised  that  people  almost  insist  on  the  cases 
being  removed.  This  year  it  will  be  noticed  10  cases  of 


17 


Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
but  2  others  were  removed  to  the  Workhouse,  the 
remaining  1  being  properly  isolated  at  home. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  has  been  steadily 
decreasing. 

O 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Erysipelas  this  year,  2  of  them  proving  fatal. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Seventy-three  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year, 
the  largest  number  we  have  had  since  its  erection.  Ten 

O 


Scarlet  Fever.  Of  the  63  cases  removed  from  Lathom 
aud  Burscough,  58  were  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Enteric 
Fever,  and  4  Diphtheria.  Notwithstanding  the  large 
number  of  cases  admitted,  some  being  of  a  severe  type, 
there  was  not  a  single  death. 

O 

The  N  ew  Regulations  which  have  been  drawn  up 
are  as  follows  : — 

1.  — Answers  to  enquiries  as  to  progress  of  Patients 
can  be  obtained  at  the  Matron’s  house  every  Thursday 
and  Sunday  between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  p.m. 

2.  — In  cases  of  danger  of  death,  the  relatives  will 
be  acquainted  with  the  fact,  and  special  privileges 
allowed  as  to  visiting  the  Patients. 

3. ' — Any  complaints  should  be  made  to  the  Medical 
Superintendent. 

4.  — All  clothing  to  be  plainly  marked. 

5.  — Proceedings  will  be  taken  against  wilful  non- 
compliance  with  these  regulations. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Age  periods  of  Cases  admitted. 


Under 

4 

4 

5 

6 

7 

7  to  1 1 

12  to  18 

Total. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

7 

2 

4 

7 

12 

19 

17 

G8 

During  the  year  1909,  10  houses  were  stoved  and 
disinfected,  and  the  Steam  Disinfector  utilised  7  times 
for  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing,  a  decrease  of  43 
and  27  respectively,  as  compared  with  1908.  The  Out¬ 
door  Department  of  the  Cottage  Hospital  was  stoved 
owino'  to  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  attending  there. 

O  O 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Slaughterhouses. — A  public  abbatoir  has  not 
been  provided,  but  the  private  slaughter-houses  are  well 
conducted  and  in  fair  condition.  They  are  periodically 
inspected  during  killing,  but  no  unsound  or  diseased  meat 
was  to  be  found. 

Dairies,  Cow=sheds,  and  Milk=shops. — The 

inspection  of  these  has  been  duly  carried  out,  and  they 
comply  with  the  requirements. 

Bakehouses. — They  continue  to  be  in  a  very 

satisfactory  condition.  An  underground  bakehouse  has 

been  re-occupied,  the  premises  having  been  structurally 

altered  to  meet  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 

^  «/ 

shop  Act,  1901. 
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Common  Lodging=  houses. — There  are  12 
Lodging-houses  in  the  district.  They  are  clean  and 
lime  washed.  Each  has  a  proper  water  supply.  The 
drains  are  properly  trapped  and  ventilated,  with  soil  pipe 
outside  and  above  roof.  All  the  windows  open,  and  no 
underground  room  or  living  room  is  being  used  as  a 
sleeping  room.  The  bins  are  in  good  condition,  with  one 
exception.  The  yards  and  areas  are  kept  clean  and  well 
paved.  Each  possesses  kitchen  and  dayroom  in  addition 
to  sleeping  rooms.  The  washing  bowls  and  chamber 
utensils  are  deficient  in  some  cases.  The  w.c.’s  are  good, 
clean,  and  wholesome,  but  in  most  cases  are  not  in 
sufficient  number  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act,  1907.  In  some  cases  a  deputy 
is  not  provided.  Notices  have  been  served  and  the 
above  requirements  are  being  provided. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  in  any  of  the 
Lodging  Houses. 

Courts  and  Alleys. — These  have  been  regularly 
cleaned  and  swept,  the  drains  flushed  and  disinfected, 
and  where  required  the  drains  have  been  repaired  and 
made  gfood.  Now  that  the  Obstructive  Buildings 
Scheme  is  completed  there  is  a  very  great  improvement 
in  the  appearance  of  the  Courts,  as  they  are  now  provided 
with  open  spaces  and  better  sanitary  arrangements. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  598  Water 
Closets,  7  Waste  Water  Closets,  G90  Privy  Middens, 
and  50  Pail  Closets  in  the  District,  the  question  of 
converting  the  privy  middens  to  water  closets  being  dealt 
with  by  the  Council  as  occasion  arises. 
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Abatement  of  Nuisances. — 39  notices  to  abate 
nuisances  have  been  served  ;  6  letters  have  been  written 
and  several  interviews  held  with  Owners  regarding 
nuisances  and  these  have  been  sufficient  to  cause  the 
abatement  of  the  several  nuisances.  The  number  of 
nuisances  abated  during  the  year  is  50. 

Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  to  all  persons 
making  application  for  them.  200  gallons  of  fluid  disin¬ 
fectant  and  2^  tons  of  powder  have  been  used  during  the 
year. 

Nightsoil  Disposal. — The  ashpits  and  ashbins 
continue  to  be  regularly  emptied  by  the  Council’s  own 
horses,  carts,  and  men,  and  they  have  been  able  to  deal 
with  this  work  excepting  on  20  occasions  when  the 
Contractor  has  assisted  in  the  emptying  of  ashpits.  The 
number  of  ashbins  has  been  increased  by  16  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  now  being  348.  The  time 
occupied  in  the  emptying  of  these  ashbins  is  4-L  days  per 
week,  but  this  time  will  be  reduced  when  the  Destructor 
is  at  work,  as  at  present  the  refuse  of  both  ashpits  and 
ashbins  has  to  be  carted  a  considerable  distance. 

Refuse  Destructor.— The  erection  of  the  Refuse 
Destructor  is  quickly  approaching  completion  and  early 
in  February  it  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  burning  refuse. 

The  whole  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
Destructor  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Engineers,  Messrs. 
Goddard,  Massey,  and  Warner,  of  Nottingham,  and 
when  completed  will  be  an  up-to-date  Destructor  capable 
of  destroying  10  tons  of  refuse  in  8  hours. 
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Waterworks. — The  water  supply  continues  to  be 
very  good,  there  being  no  indication  of  the  water  level 
being  lowered,  and  during  the  year  there  have  been 
06,982,190  gallons  pumped  (as  against  70,024,340  gallons 
last  year),  which,  after  deducting  the  water  used  for  the 
maintenance  and  watering  of  roads,  flushing  sewers, 
trade  and  other  purposes,  gives  a  daily  average  for 
domestic  purposes  of  21  gallons  per  head  per  day  as 
against  22 T  gallons  last  year. 

Some  time  ago  the  water  waste  was  considerable 
and  it  was  decided  to  have  a  thorough  inspection  made 
throughout  the  town,  the  consequence  being  that  the 
waste  was  very  considerably  decreased,  and  is  now  lower 
thail  it  has  been  for  the  last  10  or  12  years. 


Street  Improvements. 


Ciiurch  Street 


and  New  Street  leading 
Street  to  Park  Poad. 


from 


Church 


This  improvement  is  now  completed  so  far  as  it  is 
intended  to  go  for  the  present,  part  of  the  improvement 
being  deferred  for  a  time.  The  carriage-way  in  Church 
Street  is  paved  with  4-inch  granite  cubes,  new  kerbs  and 
channels  on  the  south  side  have  been  put  in,  and  the 
footpath  flagged  with  concrete  flags.  The  new  street 
leading  to  Park  Poad  has  been  pitched  with  rubble  and 
coated  with  copper  slag,  it  has  also  been  kerbed  and 
channelled,  and  the  footpath  on  each  side  has  been  tiled 
with  blue  corrugated  tiles.  A  separate  sewer  and  drain 
for  storm  water  has  been  put  in  with  the  necessary  grids, 
manholes,  and  ventilator.  The  boundary  fence  on  the 
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Vicarage  garden  side  of  the  street  consists  of  a  panelled 
brick  wall  with  terra-cotta  coping  at  top,  and  on  the 
other  side  a  wood  fencing  has  been  erected.  Now  that 
the  work  is  completed  the  improvement  is  very  great  and 
has  been  very  much  appreciated  both  by  the  inhabitants 
and  visitors  to  Ormskirk. 

At  the  junction  of  Park  Avenue  and  Aughton 
Street  the  Council  have  enclosed  a  piece  of  land  with 
kerbs  and  strong  unclimable  iron  railing,  and  the  ground 
has  been  planted  with  shrubs.  They  have  also  planted 
with  shrubs  a  piece  of  land  in  Dyers  Lane,  adjoining 
Town  End  Bridge,  and  thus  the  entrance  into  the  town, 
which  was  at  one  time  an  eyesore  and  nuisance  to  the 
passers-by  and  the  inhabitants  in  this  part  of  the  town, 
has  now  been  greatly  improved  in  appearance,  and  is  very 
greatly  appreciated. 

These  small  enclosures  planted  with  shrubs  dotted 
about  the  town  are  a  great  improvement  and  no  doubt 
will  be  increased  as  opportunities  arise. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

The  number  of  Factories  is  15,  viz.  : — IT.  and  J. 
Jones  &  Co.,  rope  and  twine  manufacturers  ;  Thomas 
Hutton,  printer;  John  Bali  &  Co.,  ironmongers; 
J.  J.  Balmforth,  ironmonger  ;  Thomas  Biding  &  Son, 
builders  ;  W.  Halwood,  saw  mill  ;  Steam  Corn  Mill  Co. ; 
A.  Poole,  printer  ;  P.  Draper,  printer  ;  Evans  &  Ball, 
wholesale  grocers  ;  Garside,  Ltd.,  grocers  and  chemists; 
T.  Bimmer,  brawn  manufacturer  ;  H.  Burrows,  cabinet 
maker;  J.  Whittle,  builder;  John  Bobinson,  jun., 
builder. 
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W  ORKSHOPS. 

Hie  following  is  a  list  of  the  trades  carried  on  under 
this  head,  viz.  : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Basket  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cycle  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Firewood  Dealer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  13 

Plumbers  and  Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Shoemakers  ...  .^.  ...  ...  ...  8 

-I  |  rvyc  7 

Wheelwrights,  Joiners,  and  Carriage  Builders  11 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cooper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clogger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laundry  (no  machinery)  .  .  ...  ...  1 

Total  . 77 

The  number  of  workshops  in  1908  was  74,  there 
being  an  increase  this  year  of  one  each  under  the  headings 
of  confectioners,  basket  makers,  and  joiners  respectively. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ANDERTON, 

Medical  Officer  ofi  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1909,  for  the  Urbar®  District  of  Ormskirk,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces 
and  Homework. 


1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises  included  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report)  . 

Total  . 

30 

105 

4 

12 

135 

16 

2—  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  &  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects, 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector 

(4) 

10 

10 

3 

3 

1 

1 

7 

7 

21 

21 

Particulars. 


(1) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cdeanliness . 

Want  of  ventilation . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances . 

c  f  insufficient 

banitary  ,  ,  ,  c  , . 

,  J  unsuitable  or  detective 
acccomodation  .  .  r 

I  not  separate  tor  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act :  — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  1  01 )  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  which  are  included  in  Part 
3  of  this  report) . 

Total  . 


Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

0) 


